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1.  
Community Services (Complaints, 

Reviews and Monitoring) Act 1993 to: 

 undertake, alone or with others, research that aims to help prevent or reduce the likelihood of 
child deaths, and 

 1 

publicly on its research at least every 3 years. The CDRT also reports on 
current and recently completed research projects in CDRT Annual Reports. 

This CDRT Research Framework guides how the NSW Ombudsman (NSWO) administers the CDRT’s 
 

in NSW.2 

The Research Framework: 

  
 ensures consistency in the CDRT’s approach to research 
  
  
 -253 and the  

NSW Ombudsman Strategic Plan 2020-25.4 

 

The CDRT Research Framework will be reviewed on a regular basis to align with the CDRT  
 

2. Other relevant research  
External researchers may seek NSW Register of Child Deaths (RCD) data or records from the NSWO. 
These may be provided where the research project is undertaken for the purpose of helping to prevent 
or reduce the likelihood of child deaths in NSW.5 The NSWO manages the provision of any RCD 

researchers prior to release of data. 
6  

The CDRT also monitors research by others in a range of areas/topics and engages with researchers as 
 

 
1 The NSW Ombudsman 

s that are 
preventable. 

2 Framework. 
3 -2025, -Death-Review-Team-Strategic-

-Plan-2022-2025.pdf  
4 NSW Ombudsman Strategic Plan 2020-2025 – Mid-point Refresh, Strategic Plan 2020-25 (nsw.gov.au) 
5 s 34L(1)(b) CS CRAMA 
6 s 34F(2)(c) CS CRAMA  
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3. Purpose of CDRT research  
the CDRT research is to help prevent or reduce the likelihood of child deaths. 

Our research aims to achieve this by: 

 Expanding knowledge: 
 

 Developing evidence-
data-
prevent or reduce the likelihood of future child deaths. 

 Raising awareness: 
accessible way, to maximise impact and increase the likelihood of change. 

4. Principles underpinning CDRT’s research 
A set of key principles underpin and guide this Research Framework to help achieve its aims: 
 

 Robust and rigorous design – 
standards and that support research integrity.7 

  – 
focusing where appropriate and possible on over-

 
 

 Inclusive and strengths-based approach – 
-represented in research to ensure their 

 
 

  – engage and consult with relevant experts and look for 

leverage our data and research to support further research that can also contribute to  
our purpose. 

  – 
-makers to 

 

 

 

 

 
7 Codes and Guidelines | Australian Research Council, including the Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research, 2018 | NHMRC (or 

later updates) Ethical conduct in research with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Code of Ethics for 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Research. 
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5. Research criteria   
The CDRT uses the its research projects:  

 

 
outlining its proposed areas of research for the next 1-2 years to support a strategic approach.  
This may be updated as events and data change but will be reviewed at least annually.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. – to prevent and 
reduce deaths of children in NSW?  

 
 

  
  
  
 

 
  
 Is there an issue that impacts on over-  

2. 
  

 
 

 
 

 – either 
 

3. Is the project achievable?  

  
 

 
 Will the  
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6. Internal or External CDRT Research  

conducts research for the CDRT.  

 Internal research – 
RCD 

templates.  These internal research projects may result in a cohort review in a biennial report.  

 External research – research projects are commissioned by the CDRT from an external research 

ology, report 
 

and processes.  

These external research projects may be reported in a standalone report to Parliament.  

Research that includes both an internal and external component will be considered external research, 
 

7.   Research governance 
The – 
Internal or External CDRT Research): 

 Internal research – 

CDR  

 External research – 

ct.  

providing guidance or general advice and assistance as part of a working party.  
8 elements for 

 (including ethics approval, authorship, 
intellectual property (IP), peer review and secondary The NSWO will propose 

prior to commissioning 
research. This enables these items to be included as necessary in any contractual arrangements. 

 NSWO the project’s progress and provide 
to the CDRT for comment. Following the CDRT’s review, the Convenor approves any report prior 

 

 
8 Appendix A: Schedule for CDRT Research Framework–  
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8. Research impact 
The CDRT uses a range of strategies to ensure its research has the greatest impact to increase the 

 

 Engage with stakeholder  – we meet with relevant stakeholders to inform the 
 

 Usable research – -
consumable formats.  

 Targeted, broad  – we communicate our r
and research partners, including those in government agencies, the Australian and New Zealand 

 
 Promote data use – 

researcher use of the NSW RCD  
 Consult with stakeholders and monitor  – we consult with agencies subject to 

in or impacted by research to disc
future child deaths.9 

 Post-project review – to consider the key 
achievements and insights as well as learnings for future projects. 

 

  

 
9  



NSW Ombudsman 

Child Death Review Team Research Framework Page 6 of 7 

Appendix A: Schedule for CDRT Research Framework – 
Issues 
research   
This Schedule is linked to the CDRT Research Framework (the Framework) and outlines elements which 
must be considered when commissioning external research.  

The Framework provides that the NSWO will propose responses to each item in the schedule for the 

necessary in any contractual arrangements.  

Item  

Authorship of the 
published report 

Authorship confers credit and implies responsibility for published 

Editors 10 
prior to commissioning research and as 

part of contractual arrangements with external researchers. 

Ethics approval 

Deaths, including using these records to conduct research under 
Community Services (Complaints, Reviews and 

Monitoring) Act 1993 No 2. However, receiving approval from a Human 

ns. Ethics approval can also delay research given associated 

research project.  

11 
for any research project involving Aboriginal children and young 

approval (e.g. from the Aboriginal Health & Medical Research Council 
12 

 
10 -and- -

the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html, accessed 8 March 2024 
11 Ethical conduct in research with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Code of Ethics for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Research. 

12 al should be 
made for research for which any one of the following applies: The experience of Aboriginal people is an explicit focus of all or part of the 

 the results; The 
are a source of funding. Submit an ethics 

- AH&MRC (ahmrc.org.au) 



NSW Ombudsman 

Child Death Review Team Research Framework Page 7 of 7 

Governance 

 management and monitoring 
13 The 

 prior to 
commissioning research and as part of contractual arrangements with 
external researchers. 

 

and tools created as part of the research.14 IP ownership should be 

rch. 

Peer review & 
 

review, and 

commissioning research and spe
arrangements with external researchers. 

as part of contractual 
arrangements with external researchers. 

13  
14 

-and-grow-your-idea/understanding-intellectual-property-for-
researchers, accessed 8 March 2024  


